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Instructions for submitting samples for fragment analysis 
 

1. Submit at least 1µL of your fluorescently-labeled PCR products.  It is generally 

unnecessary to perform post-PCR purification.  On your request sheet, please specify dye 

labels and approximate expected product sizes. 

  

 We currently have matrix sets set up to run the following dyes: 

 DS-30:  6-FAM (blue), HEX (green), NED (yellow*), ROX (red, size std) 

 DS-33:  6-FAM (blue), VIC (green), NED (yellow*), PET (red) , LIZ (orange, size std) 

 DS-31:  6-FAM (blue), VIC (green), NED (yellow*), ROX (red, size std) 

 *”yellow” dye shows up black on chromatographs 

  

 If you have alternative dye sets, please let us know well in advance so that we can work 

 with you to run the appropriate matrix standards for the 3130xl.  

 

2. To 1µL of your sample, we will add 10µL HiDi Formamide and 0.3µL size-standard.  

We supply MapMarker-ROX (BioVentures, cat# MM-400), which can be used with DS-

30 or DS-31 and will size fragments from 70 to 400-bp.  If alternate size standards are 

requested, please provide it along with your sample. 

3. The sample mixture is denatured at 96
o
C for 4 minutes and then stored at -20ºC until it is 

run on the 3130xl Genetic Analyzer. 

4. Results are posted daily at http://www.cvm.tamu.edu/dnacore under the link labeled 

“Link to  FTP site” 

5. You can download free analysis software at 

http://www.appliedbiosystems.com/support/software_community/free_ab_software.cfm.  

For fragment analysis, download the Peak Scanner Software.  We also have a copy of 

GeneMapper 3.7 available on a general-use computer in our laboratory. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES: 

• Samples are processed in the order in which they are received, and we make every 

attempt to process samples as quickly as possible. 

• The preceding text is a general protocol.  There are situations in which alternate protocols 

may be used.   

• Any extra PCR products submitted (step 1 above) will be kept in our freezers for 2 

weeks, after which time we will discard the samples unless otherwise requested. 

• Please complete the order form as completely as possible to ensure the best results.  


